ON A MISSION FOR KOSSUTH               147

opposed to Kossuth, was about to disclose their
hiding-place to the Austrian government, Kossuth
determined to remove them, and organized an expe-
dition to this end, of which I was to become the
apparent head. The description of the hiding-place
was written in a most complicated cipher dispatch,
the key to which was contained in a stanza of a song
known to Kossuth's correspondent in Pesth. Each
letter in the dispatch was represented by a fraction,
of which the numerator was the number of the letter
in one of the lines of the song, and the denominator
the number of the line. This dispatch was then
written in four parts; the first, fifth, ninth, etc., let-
ters being put in the first part; the second, sixth,
tenth, etc., in the second; the third, seventh, eleventh,
etc., in the third; the fourth, eighth, twelfth, etc.,
in the fourth, and so on to the end. Of these parts
of the dispatch, written on the finest paper, I had
charge of two; one for myself, and one for a person
indicated at Pesth, and the other two were to go by
way of Constantinople, one for the confederate who
carried it and one for the correspondent who had
the song-key. We were to meet and spell out the
directions and go to the hiding-place, and, when the
jewels were recovered, they were to be hidden in a
box of a conserve for which that vicinity was noted,
and then carried to Constantinople, from which point
I was to take charge of them and deliver them in
Boston to Dr. S. G. Howe, the well-known Phil-
hellene.

I folded my portion of these dispatches small, prevision of thebeautifulas absolute pain.wished to devote myself.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